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Dear Members, Friends, and Guests of the RHICS,

It is with enormous pleasure that I welcome you 
to the 23rd iteration of our expert forum. We are 
honored to take part in the annual meeting of 
the Asian Society of Cardiovascular and Thoracic 
Surgery in Busan, Korea.

From a very early time on, Prof. Roland Hetzer 
and the German Heart Institute Berlin developed 
deep ties to colleagues from Asia. The large volume of the clinical program in Berlin 
allowed for rapid testing and implication of new techniques. Visiting physicians and 
healthcare providers were able to quickly see a broad spectrum of procedures and 
take valuable impressions with them home. A very vivid and fruitful exchange of 
people, experiences, and ideas evolved stretching over many years. It is therefore 
fitting to join the conference in Busan and continue our conversation, refresh our 
friendships. 

We have been witnesses to enormous progress and changes in the field of 
cardiovascular and thoracic surgery over the years. The ASCVTS conference will 
touch on many of these. It will reflect advances made around the world, but 
particular in Asia.  Today, one finds in Asia large clinical and academic programs in 
cardiac and thoracic surgery that so successfully participate in the advancement 
of our field. These programs have opened up access to excellent cardiac care to 
an enormously large patient population. Asia has become a hub of innovation in 
many areas, including advanced medical technologies. We are excited to learn 
from our friends, how their healthcare systems have mastered the challenges of 
recent years.  

Our 23rd Expert Forum will focus on mechanical support and solid organ 
transplantation. I am looking forward to hear from our experts about new 
developments and future perspectives in this important field. Advanced heart 
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and lung disease continues to be a major cause of morbidity and mortality in our 
countries. Great efforts have been made to improve outcomes, but more so to 
expand donor availability and access to these therapies.

Long-term mechanical support has become a reality: patients have lived several 
decades with mechanical support devices and obtained high levels of quality of 
life. We continue to believe that, if we want to address the enormous need for 
organ replacement in advanced heart and lung disease, mechanical devices are 
the only way to achieve this goal. Our experts will share their experience and give 
us perspective in this regard.

Let me express our enormous gratitude to the organizers of the Busan conference 
for their support and hospitality. I am sure, this will be one of the most memorable 
meetings of the RHICS. Let us all enjoy the beauty of Busan, the culture of Korea, 
the friendship of our colleagues.  

Thank you for joining us, I am looking forward to a productive and exciting Expert 
Forum.

 Matthias Loebe, MD, PhD

 President,  RHICS



Greeting Remarks

To all Members, my good friends and colleagues,

Welcome to the RHICS 23rd Expert Forum which 
is taking place during the 31st Annual Meeting 
of the Asian Society for Cardiovascular and 
Thoracic Surgery (ASCVTS) y & The 37th Annual 
Meeting of the Korean Society for Thoracic and 
Cardiovascular Surgery (KSTCVS). The ASCVTS  
has been our time-tested partner in Asia since 
2015.

Our joint Meeting with the ASCVTS has evolved to become a tradition. This is a 
real treasure for the RHICS, since these joint meetings with them pave the way 
to ensure the continuance of our friendship, both professionally and personally.  I 
wish this will persist a lifetime. In Berlin, we have hosted and trained thousands of 
visiting surgeons and health personnel coming from the Asian continent. Certainly, 
they will foster what they have seen and have experienced while they were with 
us and will continue our legacy on their side of the world .

With the recedence of the Corona pandemic, which has greatly affected our lives 
and lifestyles since 2020, now is a most appropriate time to resume meeting our 
colleagues personally and sharing with them what we have withstood during 
these times and how we are now.

And Busan is the best place to start and reunite. Exchanging experiences with 
what we have endured would be refreshing and could be socially therapeutic. This 
year’s meeting of our Society will take place at the wonderful city of Busan, South 
Korea‘s second largest city situated at the southern tip of the Korean peninsula, 
known for its dream beaches, mountains and temples, and notwithstanding  its 
rich local seafoods. We are happy to share our expertise on Transplantation, 
Mechanical Circulatory Support as well as know-hows on coronary arteries, 
valves, and great vessels.



I extend my sincere appreciation and heartfelt thanks to the Organizing Committee 
of the ASCVTS for inviting us to join them and to their great assistance in the 
Meeting.

To all the RHICS Speakers, I wish to express my  genuine admiration  and 
acknowledgment.

Certainly we will have a great Forum! Thank you all for your continuous support.

 With best regards,

 Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD

 Honorary President, RHICS



Program | Saturday, June 3, 2023 

 8:30  M. Loebe (USA) 
  Welcome Remarks 

  Session 1

  Transplantation

 8:40 R. Hetzer (Germany) 
  Resumé of the challenges and burden of living 
  with transplanted hearts for >31 years

 9:00 M. Loebe (USA)  
  Multiorgan transplantation

 9:20 S. Scheinin (USA)  
  Intraoperative mechanical circulatory support for 
  lung Transplantation: to pump or not 

 9:40 M. Barron (USA)  
  Emerging Strategies in Extracorporeal Circulation 
  for Cardiac Transplantation

 
  Coffee break

 
  Mechanical circulatory support

 10:45 M. Javier (Germany)  
  The road to a sustained myocardial recovery in adults

 11:05 I. Adachi (USA)  
  Current status of pediatric mechanical circulatory support

 11:25 E. Javier Delmo (Germany) 
  Ventricular assist device and myocardial recovery in the young



  Session 2

  Coronary Arteries, Valves, Great Vessels: what’s new? 

 11:45 S. Redzepagic (Australia) 
  The impact of cardiopulmonary bypass time  
  on cognitive function, novel neurological biomarkers 
  and stroke in patients undergoing cardiac surgery

 12:05 A. Aventura (Philippines) 
  Post infarct ventricular septal defect:  
  our treatment evolution

  



Faculty

Iki Adachi, MD 
Surgical Director  
Heart Transplant and Mechanical Circulatory Support 
Congenital Heart Surgery 
6 Texas Medical Center 
651 Main Street, Legacy Tower, 21st Floor,  
Houston, TX 77030 
USA 
Phone:  +1 832 826 2030 (CHS) 
Fax:  +1 832 825 1904 
Email:  Ixadachi@texaschildrens.org 

Avenilo Aventura Jr, MD 
Head of Coronary Surgery  
Philippine Heart Center 
J2VX+J72, East Ave, 
Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila, 
Philippines 
Phone:  +63 917 539 2052 
Fax:  +63 289 221 801 
Email:  avenilo_aventura@yahoo.com

 
Michael Barron, MD 
Department of Anesthesiology 
University of Miami/Jackson Health System 
 
1150 NW 14th St  
Miami, FL 33136  
USA 
Phone:  +1 305 243 4880 
E-Mail:  mbarron@med.miami.edu



Eva Maria Javier Delmo, MD, MSc, PhD, MBA 
Professor of Surgery, Charité Research Organization 
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
Charitéplatz 1  
10117 Berlin  
Germany 
Phone:  +49 151 1727 6166 
Email:  eva.javierdelmo@gmail.com

 
Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD 
Professor of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
Former Medical Director and Chief, Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery  
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin (1985-September 2014) 
Phone:  +49 173 9998020 
Email:  roland.hetzer@gmail.com; mail@rolandhetzer.de 
http://www.rolandhetzer.de

 
Mariano Francisco del Maria Javier, MD 
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
Universitäres Herz- und Gefäßzentrum Hamburg 
Klinik und Poliklinik für Herz- und Gefäßchirurgie 
Martinistraße 52, 
20251 Hamburg 
Germany  
Phone:   +49 40 7410 - 0 
Mobile:  +49 151 6402 6148 
Email:   m.javier@uke.de



Faculty

Matthias Loebe, MD, PhD, FACC, FCCP 
Professor of Surgery 
Professor of Clinical Biomedical Engineering 
Director, Thoracic Transplant and Mechanical Support 
Miami Transplant Institute 
Memorial Jackson Health System 
University of Miami 
1801 N.W. 9th Avenue, 
Miami, FL 33136 
USA 
Phone:  +1 305 355 5346 
Email:  mxl1039@med.miami.edu

 
Samir Redizipagic MD, PhD 
Monash Medical Centre 
246 Clayton Rd,  
Clayton VIC 3168  
Australia 
Phone: +61448259599 
Email: samir.redzepagic@monashhealth.org

 
Scott Alan Scheinin, MD, FACS 
Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
System Director, Lung Transplantation 
Mount Sinai Health System 
1190 5 th Ave Box #1023, 
New York, NY 10029  
USA 
Phone: +1 212 659 9360 
Fax : +1 646 537 8524 
Email: scottscheinin@gmail.com 



Committees

Scientific and Program Committee

Eva Maria Javier Delmo 
Roland Hetzer 
Matthias Loebe

Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society 
(RHICS e.V.) 

 Office: Pacelliallee 15A 
  14195 Berlin

 Phone: +49 (30) 84417551 
 Fax: +49 (30) 84417552 
 Email:   rhics.org@gmail.com 
 URL: www.rhics.org 

 Finanzamt für Körperschaften I 
 Steuernummer:  27/640/59249

 Bank Details:  RHICS e.V. 
  Commerzbank 
 IBAN:  DE38 1008 0000 0602 2273 00 
 BIC:     DRESDEFF100

 Contact Person: Eva Maria Javier Delmo MD, MSc, PhD, MBA (IHM)  
 Phone:  +49 151 17276166  
 Email: rhics.org@gmail.com

**Anyone is welcome to make a donation to the RHICS e.V. to support 
its mission of continuing medical education and foster international 

collaboration through expert forum discussions. Thank you**



To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field 
of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons 
who have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff 
and colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up 
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized 
and statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein 
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-
quality treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them 
an optimal quality of life, after surgery

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of regular symposia 
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and 
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and 
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields. 

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010  and 
tremendous  concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci, 
Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris 
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its 
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer. 

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, 
Nasseri and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, 
Texas, USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.  

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental 
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted 
scientific organization.



Honorary President

Roland Hetzer

Board of Directors

 President:  Matthias Loebe 
 1st Vice-President:  Harald Hausmann 
 2nd Vice-President:  Herbert Vetter 
 Executive Secretary:  Eva Maria Javier Delmo 
 Managing Director: Eva Maria Javier Delmo

Advisory Board  Legal Consultant Honorary Members

Jose Luis Pomar Carlos Mestres Maren Bedau Francis Fontan †2017 
Ottavio Alfieri Gustav Steinhoff  Richard Van Praagh 
Jürgen Ennker J.  Scott Rankin  Francis Robicsek †2020
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Harald Hausmann (Germany)  Gerhard Ziemer (USA) †2022 Boris Nasseri (Germany)
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Albania:
Besnik Kojcici

Argentina:
Alejandro Mario Bertolotti
Roberto René Favaloro

Australia:
Samir Redzepagic

Belgium:
Paul Verrelst
Filip DeSommer

Bosnia-Herzegovina:
Ilirijana Karabdic

Brazil:
Januario Manoel de Souza
Rafael Otto Schneidewind

China:
Tim Au
Hao Cao
Yu Chen
Brenda Cheng
Huimin Fan
Congrong Gao
Yongsheng Gong
Yifei Hua 
Fei Qiong Huang
Hong Huang
Tieyan Li 
Gang Liu
Minjie Liu 
Siu Liu 
Ting-Liang Liu
Zhongmin Liu
Yong Liu
Jiang Ping 
John Zhaohui Shan 
Zhaohui Shan
Jian Sun
Tucheng Sun 
Malcolm Underwood
Dong Wang 
Haitao Wang
Xiang Wang

Hongchao Wei 
Yanhu Wu
Jian Yang 
Liang Ye
Ning Ye
Jun Yin
Ning Yin 
Jian ye Zeng
Hu Zhang
Wei Zhang
Xueqin Zhang 
Liling Zheng

Croatia:
Ivan Jelic

Germany:
Wolfgang Albert
Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili †2021

Aref Amiri
Jürgen Backa
Rufus Baretti
Adrian Bauer
Kerstin Bauer
Stephan Bauer
Friedhelm Beyersdorf
Michael Borger
Wolfgang Böttcher
Peter Boettger †2018

Semih Buz
Robert Cesnjevar 
Tito Chavez
Mei-Chu Chuang-Franz
Fatmir Dalladaku
Rolf Dammrau
Michael Dandel
Pascal Dohmen
Thorsten Drews
Ina Carolin Ennker
Jaime-Jürgen Eulert-Grehn
Peter Ewert
Theodor Fischlein
Udo Flesch 
Norbert Friedl
Ortwin Friesewinkel
Ines Grabicki
Onnen Grauhan
Ludwig Guenkel

Members

Eckhard Gutsch
Lale Hakami
Robert Hammerschmidt 
Lutz Hilker
Michael Hofmann
Stefan Hoffmann
Holger Hotz
Katrin Klünner
Christoph Knosalla
Takeshi Komoda
Marian Kukucka
Heidi Kühn
Hans-Brendan Lehmkuhl †2022

Klaus Matschke
Frank Merkle
Oliver Miera
Alexander Mladenov
Friedrich Mohr
Nicole Nagdyman
Artashes Navasardyan
Barbara Nickolaus
Kai Österreich
Kenan Kaan Öztürk
Björn Peters
Petar Petrov
Rainer Petzina
Robert Pfitzmann
Evgenij Potapov
Reinhard Pregla
Nasser Qedra
Vera Regitz-Zagrosek
Gert Reinicke
Monique Reinicke
André Rüffer
Falk-Udo Sack
Bernd Schafmeister
Hans-Joachim Schäfers
Christian Schlensak
Christoph Schmid 
Jens Schubel
Gerhard Schuler
Udo Schwehr
Dana Sdoukos
Malakh Shrestha 
Hans-Hinrich Sievers
Björn Sill
Henryk Siniawski
Ralf Sodian



Natalia Solowjowa
Christof Stamm
Gustav Steinhoff
Brigitte Stiller
Axel Unbehaun
Herbert Vetter
Thorsten Wahlers
Henning Warnecke
Yuguo Weng †2017

Alexander Weymann
Manuel Wilbring 
Charles Abraham Yankah
Burkhart Zipfel

Greece:
Nickolaus Tsilimingas

India:
Ravi Agarwal

Italy:
Ottavio Alfieri 
Gianluca Folesani
Giovanni Landoni
Massimo Lemma
Antonio Loforte
Francesco Musumeci
Federico Pappalardo
Piero Proietti
Alberto Zangrillo

Japan:
Kenji Okada
Shunji Sano
Takeo Tedoriya

Netherlands:
Theo de By

Peru:
Cesar Augusto Dallas Zuñica 

Poland:
Bohdan Maruszewski
Piotr Pryzbyłowski
Jerzy Sadowski

Russia:
Renat Akchurin
Youry Belenkov
Natalia Khavbarova
Alexey Koroteev

South Africa:
Francis Edwin Smit

Spain:
Albert Miralles
Carlos Mestres
José Luis Pomar

Switzerland:
Paul Libera
Paul Mohacsi
René Prêtre

Taiwan:
Hsiao-Huang Chang

UAE:
Luc Tambeur

UK:
Christopher McGregor
Ulrich Rosendahl

USA:
Emile Bacha
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Francis Fynn-Thompson
Robert Kroslowitz
Matthias Loebe
John Mayer
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Steven Robicsek 
Virna Sales
Eric R. Skipper
Nikolay Vasilyev
Peter Wearden 

Corporate member:
Sylvia Gannam, 
SyGan Medical GmbH 
(Germany)



The Heart Matrix – the official publication Journal of the RHICS

The Heart Matrix is a channel with the aim of interconnecting all fields intertwined with 
cardiovascular medicine and surgery. We are a new platform for comprehensive scientific 
communication, accentuating both disease and health, beginning with the heart- an 
organ relentless at work, providing nourishment to every cell in the human body; an 
organ vital for life.

The intent of The Heart Matrix is to bring this organ close to those interested, 
entertaining the notion that the heart nourishes the mind. From the pump to the 
pipelines, over the uncountable number of destinations back to the pump, the heart 
is not independent - it is interdependent. Heart, matter, motion… This is the journal’s 
destination.

Please submit your article via Editorial Manager or via Sciendo Journal.

URL: https://www.theheartmatrix.de 
 
 

Sponsor:  The SciMedPro Berlin  
https://www.thescimedpro-berlin.com/
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