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For the first time in several years, we will be able to meet in person again. 
Despite the impact of the pandemic, the RHICS has continued to foster 
exchange on a global level. My heartfelt thanks go out to all those who 
supported our society in challenging times. The fact that we were able to 
maintain our role as a place of leading academic conversation in the field of 
cardiac medicine, making substantial contributions in difficult times, fills me 
with particular pride and respect for everything our members do.

President

I am looking forward welcoming you in Milan.

Matthias Loebe, MD, PhD

This will enable us to keep moving our field forward and keep creating a 
future for cardiovascular medicine, as those pioneers created a distant future 
that is today the professional world we live in. 

Probably no other cardiac surgeon deserves so much to be called a true 
“Renaissance Man” as Francis Robicsek. It appears therefore fitting that we 
commemorate and celebrate his work in Milan, a city that represents both 
history and progress, industry and beauty. Reflecting on the past does not just 
mean to look back: By learning from the struggles and successes of previous 
generations we should be able to preserve their passion for progress and 
innovation.

it is a great honor to welcome you to the 22 
nd Expert Forum of the Roland Hetzer 
International Cardiothoracic and Vascular 
Surgery Society in Milan, which will take 
place during the EACTS Annual Conference.

Dear Members, Friends and Guests,

The expert fora have always fulfilled an additional and much broader goal in 
putting light on the evolving landscape of cardiovascular medicine. 
Therefore, I am particularly pleased that in our 22 nd Forum, we will be able to 
reflect on the impact that performing academic cardiac surgery has had, and 
continues to have, on the lives of those practicing it, and on the lives of those 
around them.

Rightfully, there has been a growing interest in helping young surgeons to 
find a life-work balance. Our residency programs have included education on 
diversity, emotional balance, and social and cultural awareness. Looking back 
on the lives of the pioneers who created the field of medicine we practice 
today, it always leaves us in awe of their vison, resolve, and sheer unlimited 
energy. Francis D. Robicsek, with all his diverse interests and colorful 
anecdotes, is a shining example of the generation of pioneers who laid the 
foundation we stand on today.

In this Expert Forum, we remember the life 
and contributions of Francis D. Robicsek, one 
of the great pioneers of cardiac surgery. We 
are fortunate to have several internationally 
renowned experts speaking on subjects 
closely related to Dr. Robicsek’s field of 
expertise and interest. As our meetings and the society continue to be 
committed to the scientific advancement of cardiothoracic and vascular 
surgery, I am looking forward to the presentations of these experts.

Welcome Address
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Greeting Remarks

Dear Members of the RHICS, colleagues, friends, 
ladies and gentlemen:

Indeed, Francis, has not only been a pioneer in cardiac surgery, not just a colleague, 
but a friend to many and to most of us. I am a great admirer of him and always keep 

How does one honor a man, who has not only made enormous contributions and 
spectacular technical innovations in the field of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery 
amidst the difficulties encountered during those challenging times he was 
confronted in, wherein he overcame and emerged victoriously, relentlessly trained 
and supported numerous surgeons worldwide who benefited from the surgical and 
medical lessons and techniques he introduced and never forgetting that these are 
his ideas?

After more than 11 years of growth and stability of our Society, I thank you all for the 
great honor and tremendous support. I am fully convinced that this group will set a 
high professional mark in the future years and decades ahead.

It cannot be ignored that medicine and surgery 
apply to all men in the same way and that we can 
learn from anyone, for the sake of everyone, and 
that high quality surgery is not restricted to a 
certain descent and upbringing. Indeed, there 
had been difficult times and tremendous 
obstacles have been encountered, especially 
during the Corona virus pandemic. However, this 
did not forestall the RHICS to abide in its goals of 
continuing medical education. We have had 
several online Fora, discussing Covid-19 and 
Cardiovascular Surgery which appears to be the 
most appropriate and timely topic those days in April 2021 (RHICS 19 th Expert 
forum) and joined the University of Miami School of Bioengineering in January 2022 
(RHICS 20 th Expert Forum), both primarily organized by our President, Prof. Dr. 
Matthias Loebe. We also joined the ASCVTS Annual Meeting virtually in March 2022 
(RHICS 21 st Expert Forum).

my high regards and respect for him, not only for his enormous contributions in our 
field, but I do esteem his person – Francis being not only a surgeon, but his colossal 
interest and love for arts, culture and humanity, is unique and overwhelming. I have 
had the rare and honored opportunities to have a glimpse on his private life, having 
visited him in his estate in Charlotte, dined with him and his wife, Lilly, as well as with 
the other members of his family. I considered myself fortunate to have viewed his 
Maya art collection in his home, which he each described to me, as well as those 
displayed in the art museum in Charlotte. In so many ways, he has a powerful impact 
in my being. Certainly, he has this on yours too.

Francis had been an honorary member of our Society since its foundation in 2011. He 
has been a great supporter and was with us in our belief that international exchange 
of knowledge is the main issue of RHICS, which is best illustrated by our worldwide 
distribution of the places where our Forum took place – in several places in Europa, 
in North America, South America, Russia and in Asia, from Thailand, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai to Taipeh and Seoul, mostly together with major congresses of Societies 
such as the Asian Congress of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgeons (ASCTVS), the 
Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS) and the European Association of Cardio-Thoracic 
Surgeons (EACTS.) 

I welcome you all to Milan in Italy, a charming global city rich in history, arts, culture 
and fashion, which is an absolutely a felicitous arena to pay our homage to Francis.

Now, we would like to pay tribute to Prof. Dr. Francis Robicsek and honor him in our 
own way. The RHICS is a perfect medium to gather those who want to express their 
acclamation on what he is to the cardiothoracic surgical and medical field, who he 
has been as a surgeon, as a patron, as a man, as someone very close to our hearts and 
minds. To Lilly, who is always behind and with Francis all through all his dreams, his 
ambitions and achievements, throughout his lifetime, I express my heartfelt 
admiration. She is simply unique, unparalleled and phenomenal.

Crescat floreat!

Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD
Honorary President
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“A Cat with Nine Lives”

Francis Robicsek was a humanitarian, global leader, and cardiac, thoracic, and 
vascular surgeon, dedicated his life to improving healthcare in Charlotte, NC and 
around the world.  Born in Miskolc, Hungary on July 4, 1925.  

As founder of the Sanger Clinic (now Atrium Health Sanger Heart & Vascular 
Institute) Francis Robicsek pioneered innovations in medicine, with a fierce 
dedication to patient care and an unmatched passion for helping the underserved. 
After more than 35,000 surgeries, he set aside his scalpel to focus his efforts on 
leading the Heineman Foundation (now Heineman-Robicsek Foundation Inc.) to 
create the International Medical Outreach program at Atrium Health. 

He was considered a Renaissance man, impacting thousands through his lifetime 
achievements and other areas of passion as a mentor, philanthropist, archeologist, 
writer, art aficionado, academic, collector - and so much more. He was a lover of 
classical music and opera, considering all music after the 19th Century to be 
garbage, except for New Orleans Jazz.  He was an avid patron and supporter of the 
arts.  In his spare time, he wrote poetry and painted depictions of blood oxygenators, 
hearts, landscapes, and flowers.  There was never a situation where he could not 
come up with a story or a joke.  He frequently began political conversations “OK, I 
was born under a monarchy, then lived through fascism, socialism, communism and 
now a democracy. What would you like to discuss?” 

At age 5, he carried a doctor’s bag and wanted to be called “Doc” later studied 
medicine at the Pázmány Péter University, Budapest, graduating summa cum laude. 

He developed new surgical 
tools and techniques, built his 
first heart-lung machine in the 
1950’s, did diagnostic cardiac 
catheterizations, and perfor-
med his first heart transplant in 
Charlotte in 1986. 

He entered surgical training at the University of Budapest where he became chief of 
the new division of cardiac 
surgery. After immigrating to 
the USA in 1956, he joined Paul 
Sanger in Charlotte, NC. 

 2. Innovator

 3. 1946-1956 Post war in Hungary

 3. Collector
 4. Scientist/Researcher

 5. 2000-2020 Medical Outreach
 4. 1957-1999 Surgery in Charlotte, NC

Or like a cat, with nine lives:

 1. 1925-1939 Childhood in Miskolc
 2. 1939-1945 WWII period

Periods of his life could be segregated into:

 1. Surgeon

 9. Husband/Father/Grandfather

 7. Medical Outreach/Humanitarian

Regardless of the way his life is viewed, it was complex and full of many chapters.  He 
never stopped going to his office and his projects managed to keep many people 
busy during his lifetime and ever since he passed away at age 94, on April 3, 2020. 

  Steven Robicsek, MD, PhD

 5. Archeologist/Anthropologist

 8. Poet

 6. Artist

Perhaps THIS CAT had more than just 9 lives.
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  Corso Buenos Aires 3, 20124 Milano | Italy
  World Hotel Cristoforo Colombo Milan
  L’Uovo di Colombo

 17:10 Novel VAD concepts: chances and challenges Arjang Ruhparwar

 15:10 Personal recollections Jürgen Ennker

 16:10 Bicuspid Aortic Valve Repair J.Scott Rankin

 16:30 3D-Printing and Virtual Reality (VR) in  Ralf Sodian

 16:50 3D holographic virtual reality analysis in cardiac surgery  Takeo Tedoriya

 15:30 Coffee break

 17:30 Transcatheter mitral valve implantation versus  Harald Hausmann

 15:50 Complications of median sternotomy Jeko Madjarov

  redo surgery for degenerated mitral valve prostheses and rings  

 18:00 Closing remarks  Matthias Loebe

 19:00 RHICS Dinner  

  cardiovascular surgery: Toy or Tool?  

  of Sanger Heart and Vascular Institute 

 14:10 Francis, as I knew him Roland Hetzer

 14:30 A Cat with 9 Lives Steven Robicsek

 14:50 The life of Francis and the history  Eric Skipper

 14:00 Welcome remarks Matthias Loebe
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Giovanni Landoni

Theo de By

Bohdan Maruszewski

South Africa:

Renat Akchurin

Paul Libera

Hsiao-Huang Chang

René Prêtre

Youry Belenkov

UAE:

Natalia Khavbarova

Carlos Mestres

Switzerland:

Alexey Koroteev

Paul Mohacsi

Taiwan:

Spain:

Francis Edwin Smit

Albert Miralles

José Luis Pomar



Aref Amiri

Rufus Baretti

Kerstin Bauer
Stephan Bauer

Liang Ye

Friedhelm Beyersdorf

Xiang Wang

Yanhu Wu

Croatia:

Jun Yin

Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili †2017

Ning Yin 

Michael Borger

Adrian Bauer

Xueqin Zhang 

Wei Zhang

Wolfgang Böttcher
Peter Boettger †2018

Ivan Jelic

Ning Ye

Hongchao Wei 

Jian ye Zeng
Hu Zhang

Liling Zheng

Germany:

Jian Yang 

Wolfgang Albert

Jürgen Backa

Siu Liu 

Dong Wang 

Yifei Hua 

Hong Huang

Minjie Liu 

Ting-Liang Liu
Zhongmin Liu

Congrong Gao

Januario Manoel de Souza

Jiang Ping 
John Zhaohui Shan 
Zhaohui Shan

Yongsheng Gong

Jian Sun

Brazil:

Huimin Fan

Fei Qiong Huang

Tieyan Li 

Yong Liu

Tim Au
Hao Cao
Yu Chen

Tucheng Sun 
Malcolm Underwood

Haitao Wang

Rafael Otto Schneidewind

China:

Brenda Cheng

Gang Liu

Paul Verrelst
Filip DeSommer

Belgium:

Alejandro Mario Bertolotti

Bosnia-Herzegovina:
Ilirijana Karabdic

Besnik Kojcici

Argentina:

Albania:

Roberto René Favaloro

Australia:
Samir Redzepagic

Mei-Chu Chuang-Franz

Semih Buz
Robert Cesnjevar 

Fatmir Dalladaku

Pascal Dohmen

Ina Carolin Ennker

Tito Chavez

Thorsten Drews

Rolf Dammrau
Michael Dandel

Advisory Board  Legal Consultant Honorary Members

Ottavio Alfieri Gustav Steinhoff  Richard Van Praagh
Jürgen Ennker J.  Scott Rankin  Francis Robicsek †2020

Jose Luis Pomar Carlos Mestres Maren Bedau Francis Fontan †2017

 President:  Matthias Loebe

 Board of Directors

 1st Vice-President:  Harald Hausmann

 Managing Director:  Eva Maria Javier Delmo
 Executive Secretary:  Eva Maria Javier Delmo

 2nd Vice-President:  Herbert Vetter

Founding Members
Jürgen Ennker (Germany)  Eva Maria Javier Delmo (Germany) Matthias Loebe (USA) 
Harald Hausmann (Germany)  Gerhard Ziemer (USA) Boris Nasseri (Germany)    
Thomas Krabatsch (Germany) 

Honorary President

Roland Hetzer

Members

Francis Fynn-Thompson
Robert Kroslowitz
Matthias Loebe

Nikolay Vasilyev

Ulrich Rosendahl

SyGan Medical GmbH (Germany)

Luc Tambeur

Christopher McGregor

Peter Wearden

UK:

USA:

John Mayer
J. Scott Rankin
Steven Robicsek

Corporate member:

Virna Sales

Sylvia Gannam, 

Emile Bacha
Mariano Javier

Ludwig Guenkel

Frank Merkle

Alexander Mladenov

Jaime-Jürgen Eulert-Grehn
Peter Ewert

Robert Hammerschmidt

Ines Grabicki

Marian Kukucka
Heidi Kühn
Hans-Brendan Lehmkuhl †2022

Friedrich Mohr
Nicole Nagdyman

Ortwin Friesewinkel

Lale Hakami

Udo Flesch 
Norbert Friedl

Eckhard Gutsch

Katrin Klünner

Klaus Matschke

Theodor Fischlein

Onnen Grauhan

Artashes Navasardyan

Michael Hofmann
Stefan Hoffmann
Holger Hotz

Christoph Knosalla

Oliver Miera

Takeshi Komoda

Yuguo Weng †2017

Alexander Weymann

Gerhard Schuler

Evgenij Potapov

Manuel Wilbring 

Henryk Siniawski

Monique Reinicke
André Rüffer
Falk-Udo Sack
Bernd Schafmeister

Ralf Sodian

Christof Stamm
Gustav Steinhoff

Christian Schlensak

Petar Petrov

Robert Pfitzmann

Jens Schubel

Axel Unbehaun

Hans-Hinrich Sievers

Brigitte Stiller

Herbert Vetter

Charles Abraham Yankah

Barbara Nickolaus
Kai Österreich
Kenan Kaan Öztürk

Vera Regitz-Zagrosek
Nasser Qedra

Björn Peters

Hans-Joachim Schäfers

Björn Sill

Thorsten Wahlers

Rainer Petzina

Udo Schwehr
Dana Sdoukos

Malakh Shrestha 

Reinhard Pregla

Gert Reinicke

Christoph Schmid 

Natalia Solowjowa

Henning Warnecke

Piotr Pryzbyłowski
Jerzy Sadowski

Antonio Loforte

Takeo Tedoriya

Russia:

Francesco Musumeci

Shunji Sano

Nickolaus Tsilimingas

India:

Massimo Lemma

Netherlands:

Ravi Agarwal

Ottavio Alfieri

Federico Pappalardo
Piero Proietti

Peru:

Poland:

Burkhart Zipfel

Greece:

Italy:

Alberto Zangrillo

Japan:
Kenji Okada

Cesar Augusto Dallas Zunĩca 

Giovanni Landoni

Theo de By

Bohdan Maruszewski

South Africa:

Renat Akchurin

Paul Libera

Hsiao-Huang Chang

René Prêtre

Youry Belenkov

UAE:

Natalia Khavbarova

Carlos Mestres

Switzerland:

Alexey Koroteev

Paul Mohacsi

Taiwan:

Spain:

Francis Edwin Smit

Albert Miralles

José Luis Pomar



 Surgical strategy and outcome in congenital heart 

rd RHICS 23  Expert Forum

 Subject:
 Heart Failure Surgery
 (Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory Support)

Announcement 

 in cooperation with the ASCVTS 2023 Busan, Korea

 diseases in children and adults

The Heart Matrix – the official publication Journal of the RHICS

The intent of The Heart Matrix is to bring this organ close to those interested, 
entertaining the notion that the heart nourishes the mind. From the pump to 
the pipelines, over the uncountable number of destinations back to the 
pump, the heart is not independent - it is interdependent. Heart, matter, 
motion… This is the journal’s destination.

Please submit your article via Editorial Manager or via Sciendo Journal.

URL: https://www.theheartmatrix.de

The Heart Matrix is a channel with the aim of interconnecting all fields 
intertwined with cardiovascular medicine and surgery. We are a new platform 
for comprehensive scientific communication, accentuating both disease and 
health, beginning with the heart- an organ relentless at work, providing 
nourishment to every cell in the human body; an organ vital for life.
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