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Dear colleagues and friends,

It is a great honor for our Society and for myself that 
we will be holding the RHICS 9th Expert forum 
together with the 23rd Annual Meeting of the Asian 
Society for Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery 
which will take place in Hong Kong, China, this 
coming May under the presidency of Prof. Malcolm 
Underwood. This will be a large gathering of 
cardiothoracic surgeons from all over the world, in 
particular from many Asian countries, covering all 
the pertinent fields of our profession. There we will 
also meet with great joy many of the colleagues from 
around China who spent some time, during their training, at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin.

For the RHICS 9th Expert Forum, in agreement with the organizers of the ASCTVS, we have chosen the 
topic “New insights and trends in the surgical treatment of heart failure in adults and in children” as a 
most exciting and demanding area and “Aspects of cardiosurgical infections” as one that continues to 
represent a great challenge. Several of our friends have accepted our invitation and will give their expert 
view during the Forum. I am convinced that we will have a lively and abundant audience and new 
insights.

Although I have retired from my duties as Chairman and Chief Surgeon as well as Medical Director of the 
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin, I am continuing these said functions at the Heart Center in Cottbus. To 
those who are interested in coming and visiting us, for continuing surgical experience, you are most 
welcome to do this in this city in the eastern part of Germany.

I am very grateful to our speakers, to the members of the RHICS, to Prof. Underwood and Dr. Au, and to 
our sponsors, for their overwhelming support. Everything is set to make this Forum another great success.

With warm greetings,

Roland Hetzer
Honorary President

Greeting Remarks

Venue:

Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre

Telephone Number: +852 2582 8888

Fax Number: +852 2802 0000

Email Address: info@hkcec.com

Postal Address: 1 Expo Drive,

Wanchai, Hong Kong,

China
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Dear colleagues and friends,

Our friends in Hong Kong, Prof. Malcolm Underwood and Dr. Tim Au, have given us the opportunity to 
hold the RHICS 9th Expert Forum in a joint meeting with the Asian Society of Cardiothoracic and Vascular 
Surgeons on May 14, 2015. With great enthusiasm to partake in this conference and to meet our 
colleagues across the oceans, the RHICS has gathered experts from several continents, to share insights on 
the surgical options to treat heart failure in adults and in children, as well as to discuss experience with 
cardiosurgical infections. These topics are vital to all of us who are confronted with them in the daily 
practice of cardiac medicine.

This Expert Forum will create opportunities to continue medical education and peer communication, 
which are vital to ultimately benefit our patients.

I am looking forward to seeing you all in Hong Kong for this meeting and to enjoy this beautiful city with 
all of you.

Yours sincerely,

Eva Delmo Walter
Secretary General

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

I would like to welcome you to the 9th Expert Forum of the 
Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 
Society in the impressive and vibrant city of Hong Kong.
Let me first comment on the positive development of our society, 
which is now in its fifth year. While the formal inauguration of 
the society was held on 30 June 2011 in Berlin, we counted close 
to 100 members from all over the world on the occasion of our 
first meeting in Lisbon. Membership continues to grow. Our 
society is already backed by 160 members, thus enjoying 
international acceptance and popularity.
Our first meeting took place prior to the EACTS Meeting in Lisbon 
in 2011 and another seven have followed, either in Berlin or in 
conjunction with EACTS meetings or in Shanghai, in the country 
of our Chinese friends.
The presentations during the meetings of our society have been 
followed so far by 37 articles in the official journal of our society, 
Heart, Lung and Vessels (listed in Pubmed) since 2011. The papers 
from the RHICS have 100% acceptance, a track record that simply cannot be excelled.
By organizing these expert meetings, we are fulfilling the first of the society’s primary objectives, to 
provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues and to foster international 
collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and scientific research in our specialty. This contributes 
to the setting up of guidelines based on conclusions derived from expert discussion such as that 
forthcoming in Hong Kong. 
The second objective is to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills with the aim of a patient-
based medicine where treatment approaches are individualized and personalized and specific high-
quality treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal quality of life 
after surgery.
These activities will continue. I am pleased to inform you that the 10th Expert Forum is to take place in 
Berlin this coming December 2015 and the 11th Forum, following an invitation from our friends in Brazil, 
in São Paulo in spring 2016. The topics have not yet been finalized and we welcome proposals regarding 
the scientific content. If you as RHICHS members would like your special interests to be reflected in the 
programs, please go ahead and send us your ideas.

Thank you very much for your support for our fora. With your support, our society will continue to grow 
and flourish.

Jürgen Ennker
President

Greeting Remarks
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Assist devices and transplantation

Moderators: Matthias Loebe, Christof Schmid

10:30 ECMO in treatment of heart failure Christof Schmid (Germany)

10:45 VAD in Kazakhstan Yuriy Pya (Kazakhstan)

11.00 Progress in total artificial heart, RV failure Matthias Loebe (USA) 
management in LVAD and LVAD in less 
sick patients): lessons from roadmap

11:20 Flow dynamics in LVAD implantation Christof Karmonik (Germany/USA)

11:35 Non-beating heart transplantation Paul Jansz (Australia)

11:50 VAD status in USA Walter Dembitsky (USA)

12:05 Heart transplantation in China Yuguo Weng (China)

12:20 Heart transplantation and VAD in Germany Roland Hetzer (Germany)

12:35 Expert panel discussion

Roland Hetzer | Friedhelm Beyersdorf | Matthias Loebe | Carlos Mestres
Carsten Tschöpe | Walter Dembitsky | Christof Schmid

12:50 Lunch

Program | Thursday, May 14, 2015

10:00 Session opening remarks

Session 1

Heart failure in adults and surgical treatment options

Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Jürgen Ennker

8:00 Pathophysiology, conservative treatment Carsten Tschöpe (Germany)
and referral for surgery

Organ conserving surgery

8:15 The concept of LOCIMAN Roland Hetzer (Germany)

8:30 Functional mitral repair in the Carlos Mestres (Spain)
non-ischemic failing heart

8:45 Left ventricular aneurysmectomy Friedhelm Beyersdorf (Germany)

9:00 Non-transplant surgery for ischemic and Tadashi Isomura (Japan)
non-ischemic cardiomyopathy 

9:15 Revascularization surgery Jürgen Ennker (Germany)

9:30 Transapical aortic valve implantation Ulrich Rosendahl (UK)
in the failing heart

9:45 Regenerative concepts and results Christof Stamm (Germany)

10:00 Coffee break

Roland Hetzer (Germany)
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Session 3

Cardio-surgical infections

Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Jürgen Ennker,  Carlos Mestres

3:45 Mediastinitis Ina Ennker (Germany)

4:00 Key surgical principles in endocarditis Roland Hetzer (Germany)

4:15 Timing of surgery in patients Carlos Mestres (Spain)
with endocarditis and cerebral embolism

4:30 Surgical treatment for aortic valve Tadeo Tedoriya (Japan) 
endocarditis with root abscess

4:45 Infected TAVI grafts Michael J. Reardon (USA)

5:00 Expert panel discussion:

Roland Hetzer | Jürgen Ennker | Carlos Mestres
Michael Reardon | Tadeo Tedoriya

5:30 RHICS General Assembly

7:00 RHICS  Speakers’ Dinner (venue to be announced)

Program | Thursday, May 14, 2015

Session 2

Heart failure in children and in congenital heart diseases

Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Eva Delmo Walter

1:30 Pediatric mechanical support Roland Hetzer (Germany)
with Berlin Heart Excor: early and present experience

1:45 ECMO in children Chang Hsiao-Huang (Taiwan)

2:00 New insights into heart failure treatment in children Shunji Sano (Japan)

2:15 Future of VAD in children Roland Hetzer (Germany)

2:30 Heart transplantation in children and Eva Delmo Walter (Germany)
in congenital heart diseases 

3:00 Expert panel discussion:

Roland Hetzer | Shunji Sano

3:15 Coffee break



Session 3

Cardio-surgical infections

Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Jürgen Ennker,  Carlos Mestres

3:45 Mediastinitis Ina Ennker (Germany)

4:00 Key surgical principles in endocarditis Roland Hetzer (Germany)

4:15 Timing of surgery in patients Carlos Mestres (Spain)
with endocarditis and cerebral embolism

4:30 Surgical treatment for aortic valve Tadeo Tedoriya (Japan) 
endocarditis with root abscess

4:45 Infected TAVI grafts Michael J. Reardon (USA)

5:00 Expert panel discussion:

Roland Hetzer | Jürgen Ennker | Carlos Mestres
Michael Reardon | Tadeo Tedoriya

5:30 RHICS General Assembly

7:00 RHICS  Speakers’ Dinner (venue to be announced)

Program | Thursday, May 14, 2015

Session 2

Heart failure in children and in congenital heart diseases

Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Eva Delmo Walter

1:30 Pediatric mechanical support Roland Hetzer (Germany)
with Berlin Heart Excor: early and present experience

1:45 ECMO in children Chang Hsiao-Huang (Taiwan)

2:00 New insights into heart failure treatment in children Shunji Sano (Japan)

2:15 Future of VAD in children Roland Hetzer (Germany)

2:30 Heart transplantation in children and Eva Delmo Walter (Germany)
in congenital heart diseases 

3:00 Expert panel discussion:

Roland Hetzer | Shunji Sano

3:15 Coffee break



Yuriy Pya, MD Tadeo Tedoriya, MD, PhD
Chief Executive Officer Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
National Research Cardiac Surgery Center Ageo Central General Hospital 
Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan 1-10-10 Kashiwaza, Ageo, Saitama 142 
piayury@mail.ru 8666 Japan 

t.tedoriya@gmail.com
Michael J. Reardon, MD
Methodist DeBakey Heart and Vascular Center Carsten Tschöpe, MD, PhD
6550 Fannin Street, Suite 1401 Deputy Chairman, Department of Cardiology
Houston, TX 77030, USA Charité-Universitätsmedizin Berlin
mreardon@houstonmethodist.org Campus Virchow-Klinikum

carsten.tschoepe@charite.de
Ulrich Peter Rosendahl, MD
Royal Brompton Hospital Yuguo Weng, MD, PhD
Sydney Street, Chelsea Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin
London SW3 6NP, United Kingdom Augustenburger Platz 1
u.rosendahl@rbht.nhs.uk 13353 Berlin, Germany

weng@dhzb.de
Shunji Sano, MD, PhD
Okayama University Graduate School of Medicine 
and Dentistry
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
2-5-1 Shikata-cho
Okayama 700-8558, Japan
s¬_sano@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp

Christof Schmid, MD, PhD
Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery
University Hospital Regensburg
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93053 Regensburg, Germany
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Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin
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13353 Berlin, Germany
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Faculty
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Dept. of Cardiovascular Surgery Taiwan
Heart Center Freiburg University shchang@vghtpe.gov.tw
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79106 Freiburg, Germany Tadashi Isomura, MD, PhD
friedhelm.beyersdorf@universitaets-herzzentrum.de Tokyo Metropolitan Hiroo Hospital

Japan
Eva Maria Delmo Walter, MD, PhD abiisomura@m01.value-net.ne.jp
Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin Paul Jansz, MD, PhD
Augustenburger Platz 1 St. Vincent’s Hospital
13353 Berlin, Germany 390 Victoria Street
delmo-walter@dhzb.de Darlinghurst

Sydney, NSW 2010, Australia
Walter Dembitsky, MD pjansz@mac.com
Sharp Hospital
7910 Frost Street, Suite 330 Christof Karmonik, MD, PhD
San Diego, CA 9123, USA Associate Professor
dembitsky@aol.com Houston Methodist Research Center

Houston Methodist Hospital
Ina Ennker, MD, PhD Houston, TX, USA
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery ckarmonik@houstonmethodist.org
Hannover Medical School
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30625 Hannover, Germany Chief, Division of Transplant and Assist Devices
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Jürgen Carl Ennker, MD, PhD Houston, TX, USA
Medical Director and Chairman MLoebe@houstonmethodist.org
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Hohbergweg 2 Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
77933 Lahr, Germany Hospital Clinico de Barcelona
juergen.ennker@mediclin.de Villarroel 170

Barcelona 08036, Spain
Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD cmestres@clinic.ub.es
Former Medical Director and Chairman
Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery Jose Luis Pomar, MD, PhD
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
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13353 Berlin, Germany Villarroel 170
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To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field 
of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons who 
have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff and 
colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up 
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized and 
statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein 
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-quality 
treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal 
quality of life, after surgery 

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of regular symposia 
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and 
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and 
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields. 

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010  and 
tremendous  concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci, 
Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris 
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its 
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer. 

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, Nasseri 
and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, Texas, 
USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.  

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental 
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted 
scientific organization.

Scientific and Program Committee Organizing Committee
Jürgen Ennker Eva Delmo Walter
Eva Delmo Walter Anne Gale
Roland Hetzer

Forum Directors Copy Editor
Roland Hetzer Anne Gale
Eva Delmo Walter

RHICS Bank Account

Account holder: 
Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic 
and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS)

Account number: 882 10596 00
Bank code:     700 350 00
IBAN: DE 58700350008821059600
BIC: OLBODEH2700

Committees

For further information and inquiries

Eva Delmo Walter MD, PhD 
Phone: +49 30 4593 3412 
Fax: +49 30 4593 3413
E-mail: delmo-walter@dhzb.de

RHICS publications and program editor

Anne Gale
Phone: +49 30 4593 2233
Fax: +49 30 4593 2231
E-mail: gale@dhzb.de

Website: www.rhics.org
Email:     rhics@dhzb.de
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