
th

5  Expert Forum 
April 20, 2013

All About the Mitral Valve:

Evolving Concepts, Challenges and Surgical Perspectives

Venue: Ellington Hotel Berlin

Nürnberger Straße 50-55, 10789 Berlin 

      Registration is free



Dear colleagues, dear friends,

Our next Forum will take place in Berlin. This has 
been a wish expressed by several of the Society 
members, particularly those who spent their 
training years at the Deutsches Herzzentrum 
Berlin, our institution.

The topic will be The Mitral Valve, including its 
anatomy and pathophysiology, and the various 
types of surgical repair and replacement 
techniques, as well as the upcoming inter-
ventional procedures which have raised quite 
some discussion. Furthermore, this topic is one 
of the oldest in cardiac surgery and has 
attracted great interest throughout all the 
changes in the nature of disease and the surgical 
possibilities. 

In addition, it has been one of the fields of my personal interest since the beginning of my 
career. Some of our distinguished scientists and surgeons have agreed to contribute to our 
Forum, which this time will not be a part of a larger congress, but instead will be held 
independently in our great and blossoming city of Berlin.

My thanks go to Dr. Eva Delmo Walter and Ms. Anne Gale for organizing this symposium and 
to our industry partners for their generous support.

I welcome you all to the city. I hope you will enjoy the meeting and and the diverse 
possibilities the city has to offer.

With gratitude and greetings,
Roland Hetzer

Honorary President, RHICS
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Dear colleagues, 

The 5th Expert Forum of the Roland Hetzer International 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society will take place 
for the first time at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin, which 
was founded in 1986 by Roland Hetzer. At that time many 
known and unknown difficulties had to be solved before the 
base was created to start an unparalleled success story. Since 
then, the center has involved into one of the world’s leading 
thoracic and cardiovascular surgery units under the leader-
ship of Roland Hetzer. 
At this 5th Expert Forum, worldwide experts for mitral valve 
surgery will present the newest developments and techniques 

in this rapidly evolving field. During the course, various repair techniques and their 
rationale as well as new valve replacement strategies (including homograft mitral valve 
replacement) and routine and alternative approaches to the mitral valve will be discussed. 
Mitral valve surgery in special situations will be presented and a live transmission from the 
OR at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin will directly demonstrate the various surgical 
options in mitral valve repair. 
All participants of the Expert Forum can be actively involved in an exchange on the evolving 
concepts, challenges and surgical perspectives in the treatment of the mitral valve. 
Speakers from Europe and North America will present their own experience in these 
sophisticated techniques to repair or replace the mitral valve. In addition the indications, 
contraindications and the correct timing of mitral valve surgery will be discussed in the 
light of the new approaches to the mitral valve and in special situations. 
Overall, this will be a fantastic opportunity to get an up-to-date overview of modern 
techniques in mitral valve surgery. 
I am looking forward to a lively discussion and exchange of new ideas and to talking about 
challenges which are still present today. By using this format, the Expert Forum of the 
Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society shows that these 
meetings are directed towards the future of cardiac surgery. 

Sincerely yours, 

Friedhelm Beyersdorf

Ladies and gentlemen, 
dear colleagues, 

On behalf of the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic 
and Vascular Surgery Society I would like to welcome you to 
the 5th Expert Forum. This time it will be all about the mitral 
valve, and evolving concepts, challenges and surgical 
perspectives will be addressed. It is a joy for us to welcome a 
prestigious international faculty from the United States, 
Japan, United Arab Emirates, France, Spain, Italy and 
Switzerland in addition to the colleagues from Germany. We 
would also like to thank our sponsors for enabling us to hold 
this symposium. Following the scientific sessions the 

members of the Society will meet for the general assembly at 7:30 p.m. at the Berlin Capital 
Club which is located in the historic center of Berlin at the Gendarmenmarkt. 

The presentations from our Expert Forum will be published by HSR Proceedings in Intensive 

Care and Cardiovascular Anesthesia. In this journal, now listed in PubMed, the articles from 
our previous symposia in Shanghai and Barcelona have been published.

The present forum is the fifth in a row. The previous ones took place in Lisbon, Shanghai, 
Barcelona and Freiburg. We are pleased to announce that the next Expert Fora will be held in 
Vienna, Austria, in October 2013 and in Hangzhou, China, in November 2013. The Society is 
supported so far by almost 150 members from varying parts of the world, including North 
and South America, Asia and Africa. 

Thank you very much for coming, for your support of the Society and for continuing the 
legacy of our honorary president, Prof. Roland Hetzer.
 

Jürgen Ennker 
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Session 2: Live Mitral Valve Surgery
H. Hausmann (Coswig, Germany)

1:00–2:30 Mitral valve repair
A. Amiri and R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)

Session 3: Approaches: When are Alternatives Necessary?
F. Beyersdorf (Freiburg, Germany); H. Hausmann (Coswig, Germany)

2:30 Current concepts for minimally invasive endoscopic mitral valve repair
F. Beyersdorf (Freiburg, Germany)

2:50 Minimally invasive mitral valve surgery: loop technique
M. Mochalski (Coswig, Germany)

3:10 Minimally invasive mitral and tricuspid surgery using central cannulation
T. Tedoriya (Tokyo, Japan)

3:25 MV surgery: what’s new in USA?
M. Loebe (Houston, Texas)

3:40 Transcatheter valve replacement
G. Lutter (Kiel, Germany)

3:55 Other interventions
M. Neuss (Bernau, Germany)

4:10 Coffee break

Session 4: Mitral Valve Surgery in Special Situations
R. Hetzer, J.S. Rankin

4:30 MV surgery for infective endocarditis
M. Musci (Berlin, Germany)

4:45 Surgical correction of complex ischemic mitral regurgitation
J.S. Rankin (Nashville, TN)

5:00 MV surgery for degenerative mitral valve disease
H. Vetter (Wuppertal, Germany)

5:15 MV Surgery for rheumatic valve disease
L. Tambeur (UAE)

5:30 MV Surgery in HOCM
B. Nasseri (Berlin, Germany)

5:45 MV surgery in LOCIMAN
C. Knosalla (Berlin, Germany)

6:00 Surgery for congenital MV disease
E. Delmo Walter (Berlin, Germany)

Program
8:00 Welcome address and historical overview

R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)

Session 1: Repair or Replace?
J. Ennker (Lahr, Germany); J.L. Pomar (Barcelona, Spain)

8:20 Mitral valve surgery before cardiopulmonary bypass: 
the genius of Charles Bailey
F. Robicsek (North Carolina, USA)

8:40 Surgically relevant anatomy of the mitral valve
R. Van Praagh (Boston, USA)

9:00 Referral for mitral valve surgery: which patients and when?
O. Göing (Berlin, Germany)

Repair the valve
9:20 Repair with ring

J. Pomar (Barcelona, Spain)
9:40 No-ring repair

R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)
10:00 Biodegradable rings

A. Kalangos (Geneva, Switzerland)
10:20 Edge-to-edge repair

O. Alfieri / P. Denti (Milan, Italy)

10:40 Coffee break

Replace the valve
11:00 Mechanical/bioprosthetic valve replacement

S. Bauer (Lahr, Germany)
11:20 Homograft mitral valve replacement

C. Acar (Paris, France)

11:40 Expert Panel Discussion 
Repair/replacement: timing? Which lesions?
R. Hetzer (Chair)
O. Alfieri, J.L. Pomar, F. Beyersdorf, F. Robicsek, 
J.S. Rankin, L. Tambeur, O. Göing

12:15 Lunch
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NotesProgram
6:15 Expert Panel Discussion: 

Surgery or Intervention / Minimal or Optimal Approach: When?
R. Hetzer (Chair)
F. Beyersdorf, G. Lutter, J.L. Pomar, M. Neuss, J. Ennker

6:45 Closing remarks
J. Ennker

7:30 General Assembly (RHICS Members) 
Berlin Capital Club 
(at Gendarmenmarkt, Mohrenstraße 30, 10117 Berlin)

Faculty Dinner
Berlin Capital Club 
(at Gendarmenmarkt, Mohrenstraße 30, 10117 Berlin)
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Georg Lutter, MD, PhD Francis Robicsek, MD, PhD
Professor of Surgery Chairman Emeritus, Department of Thoracic and 
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery Cardiovascular Surgery, Carolinas Medical Center
School of Medicine, University of Kiel Vice President, International Medical Outreach, 
Kiel, Germany Carolinas HealthCare System
lutter@kielheart.uni-kiel.de Clinical Professor of Surgery, University of North 

Carolina
Michael Mochalski, MD North Carolina, USA 

frobicsek@carolinashealthcare.orgDepartment of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 
MediClin Herzzentrum Coswig
Coswig, Germany Luc Tambeur, MD
Michael.Mochalski@mediclin.de Chairman, Department of Cardiac Surgery

SEHA-Bumrungrad, Mafraq Hospital
Michele Musci, MD, PhD Abu-Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

tambeur@hotmail.comDepartment of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
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Showa University School of Medicine
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t.tedoriya@gmail.com Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
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Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic 

and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS)

To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field 
of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons who 
have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff and 
colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up 
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized and 
statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein 
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-quality 
treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal 
quality of life, after surgery 

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of regular symposia 
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and 
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and 
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields. 

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010  and 
tremendous  concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci, 
Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris 
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its 
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer. 

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, Nasseri 
and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, Texas, 
USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.  

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental 
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted 
scientific organization.

Forum Directors Scientific and Program Committee
Eva Delmo Walter Eva Delmo Walter 
Jürgen Ennker Jürgen Ennker 
Friedhelm Beyersdorf Friedhelm Beyersdorf 

Giovanni Landoni
Alberto Zangrillo

Organizing CommitteeForum Advisers
Eva Delmo WalterRoland Hetzer
Sabine HüblerJosé Luis Pomar
Anne GaleOttavio Alfieri
Sylvia Gannam 

Official PhotographerForum Summary Editor
Jürgen Backa Anne Gale

RHICS Bank Account
Account holder: 
Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic 
and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS)

Account number: 882 10596 00
Bank code:     700 350 00
IBAN: DE 58700350008821059600
BIC: OLBODEH2700

Location
Ellington Hotel Berlin
Nürnberger Str. 50-55
10789 Berlin

Phone: +49 30 6831-50
E-mail: contact@ellington-hotel.com

Committees & Contact
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