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Greetings!

The first Expert Forum of our flourishing
Society took place only three months after
itsinauguration in Lisbon, Portugal, during
the 25th EACTS Annual Meeting and this
was already a surprisingly overwhelming
success.

Now, a year later, during this year's 26th
EACTS Annual Meeting in Barcelona,
Spain, we will hold our 4th Expert Forum.
This will again focus on two pertinent
topics - the first is Simulation in Cardiac
Surgery, in a session organized together
with the EACTS Educational group directed
by Paul Sergeant, on October 30, and the
second topic is New Surgical Treatment
Concepts for End-stage Heart Failure,
which will take place on October 31 and
will be presented mostly by our Society members, with a series of interesting individual topic
talks and a select expert panel. | am more than convinced that this will become another great
success.

It should, however, be stressed that in between we had our 2nd Expert Forum during the German
Society of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 41st Annual Meeting in Freiburg on February 11,
2012, which became a highlight of the whole Meeting. We are greatly indebted to Prof.
Friedhelm Beyersdorf who greatly supported us there. Then we had an overwhelming 3rd Expert
Forum in Shanghai, China, last May 25-27, 2012, in cooperation with the 6th Oriental Congress
of Cardiology, with an unbelievable 8000 participants. This was splendidly organized by our
Chinese friends. My thanks go to Prof. Liu and his co-workers and to our venerable Prof. Yuguo
Weng.

This close sequence of events of course required enormous organizational efforts, hard work and
dedication, the greatest of which was brought in by Dr. Eva Delmo Walter. She deserves great
admiration and enormous appreciation. The same goes for Prof. Jlirgen Ennker and all those who
have contributed so ardently to these series of successes.




| would also like to give my high respect to Prof. Zangrillo and Dr. Landoni of HSR Proceedings
who have published many of the presentations in excellent quality on a par with that of existing
international journals. This is also due to meticulous review and editing by Ms. Anne Gale, who
has worked tremendously fast to enable the manuscripts to be published in a short time at
international standards. The Journal has made a great leap forward.

Again, my sincerest thanks go to all of you, and | am looking forward to meeting you in
Barcelona.

Prof. Dr. med. Dr. h.c. mult. Roland Hetzer




Dear Professor Hetzer,
Dear colleagues,
Dear friends,

| would like to welcome you to the 4th Expert Forum of the Roland
Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery (RHICS)
Society, this time incorporated into the 26th Annual Meeting of
the EACTS in the impressive city of Barcelona.

Let me first comment on the positive developments that our
society has seen. Since the formal inauguration of the RHICS on
June 30,2011 in Berlin, our society has been growing continuously.
Now, in only its second year, our society is already backed by 160 members, thus enjoying
international acceptance and popularity.

As our society has also found acceptance into the European Association for Cardio-Thoracic
Surgery (EACTS), which led to the agreement to incorporate an annual RHICS Expert Forum, we
will have a meeting like this every year. Our first Expert Forum took place prior to the meeting of
the EACTS in Lisbon in 2011. For the two topics “Current Status of Coronary Revascularization”
and "Current Status of Allied Health Professionals” we were able to attract distinguished
participants from four different continents. The second Expert Forum, held in Freiburg/Germany
dealt with the topics "Long-term Outcomes of Surgery in Congenital Heart Diseases” and “"Options
in Aortic Root and Valve Surgery.”

The topic of our meeting in Shanghai in May this year was the "State of the Heart in
Cardiothoracic Surgery: Now and in the Next Decade.” The destination Shanghai was chosen to
strengthen the international collaboration between the RHICS Society and its Chinese friends.
Many of those have worked together with Prof. Hetzer during their time at the Deutsches
Herzzentrum Berlin.

During our fourth Expert Forum in Barcelona Prof. M. Umezu (Tokyo), a member of RHICS, will
speak at the session to determine the winner of the 2012 Cardiovascular Simulator Award on
October 30. On October 31 we shall be holding a session on “New Surgical Treatment Concepts for
Heart Failure," including a panel discussion of the subject at the end.

On behalf of our society | would like to invite you to join us on the occasion of the forthcoming
meetings. These expert forum meetings will fulfill the first of the RHICS' main objectives which is
to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues and to foster
international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and scientific research in our
specialty by setting up guidelines based on conclusions derived from expert opinion forums.




The second aim is to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized
and statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein treatment
approaches are individualized and personalized and specific high quality treatment is tailored to
the patients' unique pathology so as to give them an optimal quality of life, after surgery.

In order to bring the contributions to our meetings to the attention of the cardiothoracic world,
our society selected the journal Heart Proceedings as the official journal of the RHICS: Prof Hetzer
is one of the editors of the journal and further members of our society are backing various organs
of it. Heart Proceedings will be listed in PubMed within a short time. We shall look forward to
receiving the written version of the presentations held in Barcelona for our journal.

Thank you very much for joining our forum. With your support, our society will continue to grow
and flourish. | wish our forum well deserved and great success.

Prof. Dr. Jirgen Ennker
President, RHICS




Dear colleagues,

| would like to welcome you to the 4th Expert Forum of the Roland
Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society
(RHICS) in Barcelona, October 29-31, 2012. Previous RHICS Meetings
have been held in Lisbon (2011) and Freiburg and Shanghai (2012).
This 4th RHICS Meeting has now been included in the official
program of the Annual Meeting of the European Association for
Cardio-thoracic Surgery (EACTS) and this is a sure sign of its growing
presence in our cardiovascular and thoracic community. This year's
program comprises two main topics, i.e. "Relevance of simulation in
cardiothoracic surgical training” and “New surgical treatment
concepts for heart failure”

With the transformation of standard surgical techniques into modern, organ-conserving and
reconstructive techniques, often performed in a minimally invasive setting, training in cardio-
thoracic and vascular surgery has become crucial in the further development of these techniques.
Simulation, which is already routine practice in many training programs of other professions, is also
increasingly being used in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery nowadays. During this session, the
most recent systems and the submissions for the 2012 Cardiovascular Simulator (CV SIM) Award will
be presented.

The importance of new surgical treatment concepts for heart failure is based on the growing number
of patients with terminal heart failure and the simultaneously decreasing number of heart
transplantations due to the severe shortage of organ donations in many countries. Besides
transplantation, medical and interventional treatment options as well as expanded organ-
conserving surgical treatment options exist even for patients with severe forms of cardiopulmonary
failure.

However, for patients with terminal heart and lung failure, who are in New York Heart Association
(NYHA) class IV (or V), mechanical circulatory support systems are the only chance for immediate and
available (off-the-shelf) treatment. These systems include extracorporeal membrane oxygenation
(ECMO) for isolated pulmonary failure, extracorporeal circulatory support systems (ECLSs),
ventricular assist devices (VADs) and total artificial hearts (TAHs). Short-term results (over several
months to a few years) have improved tremendously over the last few years and more knowledge has
been acquired concerning proper indications and timing for implantation.

In addition to the aforementioned treatment modalities, which are all in routine clinical use,
alternative techniques have also gained some importance in the treatment of these severely ill
patients.

This Expert Forum is designed to give an up-to-date overview of existing and developing techniques
in both fields. | am looking forward to seeing you in Barcelona.

With my best regards,

Friedhelm Beyersdorf




Dear friends

| am happy you have the chance to join all of us for
the 4th edition of the Roland Hetzer International
Heart Society.

As you have seen, the program this time has two
different directions, one to reward our younger
colleagues to present openly and in a very
prominent forum their ideas on a subject we all
believe has a brilliant future: simulators.

Since their introduction in the field of teaching we
have recognized the advantages and relevance to
help our residents to train without increasing the risk for any patient, avoiding most of the learning
curves we had to go through to develop skills in the surgical interventions.

Today, more and more, low, medium and high fidelity systems are used in the teaching units and the
medical conferences, where specific places are provided for initiation and use of these devices by
professionals keen to acquire dexterity in a given field. Robotics, PCl, TAVI, EVAR, off-pump CAB
anastomoses, valve implantation through limited accesses, and others are becoming a rather
common armamentarium in many places.

Paul Sergeant will also reveal the CV SIM award after an explanation of the importance of this
session where new and bright ideas will be presented.

The second session, on Wednesday, will present an extensive analysis of one of the most important
topics in the cardiovascular medicine: heart failure, a growing problem due to several factors,
including the aging of the population. The role of pharmacological therapy and surgery, especially at
the end stage of the disease, seems paramount due to the economic implications and the slow
transfer of biological options, like transplant, to more artificial device implantation with excellent
mid-term results.

No doubt this session, moderated by our colleagues Beyersdorf and Loebe, has one of the most

prestigious panels possible nowadays.

Barcelona is a great city and | am sure most of you will get the time to enjoy the cultural and
gastronomic offers at the end of the day. | heartily wish an unforgettable stay among us.

José L. Pomar, MD, PhD




Monday, October 29, 2012
17:00 RHICS Members' General Assembly Meeting,

Reception and Dinner. Sponsored by Edwards Lifesciences.
Venue to be announced.

Tuesday, October 30, 2012

Residents' Session, Rooms 127/128
Forum 1: 12:00-14:00
Cardiovascular Simulator Award

Moderators:
Paul Cartwright (Leeds), Rafael Sddaba (Pamplona)

12:00 Welcome & overview of the Cardiovascular Rafael Sadaba (Pamplona)
Simulator (CV SIM) Award initiative

12:05 Simulation in surgical training Mitsuo Umezu (Japan), RHICS
12:20 Valladolid simulator & DTL platform Michaela Palata (Prague)
12:30 2012 Cardiovascular Simulator Award: Paul Sergeant (Leuven)

introduction
12:35 2012 submission presentations Scholars

13:30 Jury deliberations

13:45 Winner announcement & close Rafael Sadaba (Pamplona)




Wednesday, October 31, 2012

Advanced Techniques Session, Rooms 131/132
Forum 2: 9:00-13:30
New Surgical Treatment Concepts for Heart Failure

Moderators:
Friedhelm Beyersdorf (Freiburg), Matthias Loebe (Houston)

9:00 Organ conserving surgery Friedhelm Beyersdorf (Freiburg)
9:20 Cardiac resynchronization therapy Christian Butter (Bernau)
9:40 Revascularization surgery Jiirgen Ennker (Lahr)
10:00 State of the art in heart transplantation Roland Hetzer (Berlin)
10:20 Role of LVADs Michiel Morshuis (Bad Oeynhausen)
10:40 Role of RVADs Thomas Krabatsch (Berlin)
11:00 Role of BVADs Evgenij Potapov (Berlin)
11:20 Coffee break

11:40 Total artificial heart Matthias Loebe (Houston)
12:00 Pediatric VADs Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili(Berlin)
12:20 End-stage congenital heart disease Eva Maria Delmo Walter (Berlin)
12:40 Regenerative medicine Christof Stamm (Berlin)
13:00 Panel discussion

Expert Panel

Roland Hetzer - Chair

Francesco Musumeci (Rome)

José Luis Pomar (Barcelona)
Hans-Joachim Schifers (Homburg/Saar)

Ottavio Alfieri (Milan)
Friedhelm Beyersdorf (Freiburg)
Christian Butter (Bernau)
Carlos Mestres (Barcelona)




Faculty

Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili, MD, PhD

Department of Pediatric Cardiac Surgery
and Surgery for Congenital Heart Diseases
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany

alexi@dhzb.de

Ottavio Alfieri, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiac Surgery
Ospedale San Raffaele

Milan, Italy
alfieri.ottavio@hsr.it

Friedhelm Beyersdorf MD, PhD

Chairman Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
Heart Center Freiburg University

Freiburg, Germany
friedhelm.beyersdorf@universitaets-herzzentrum.de

Christian Butter, MD, PhD

Chairman, Department of Cardiology
Immanuel Klinikum Bernau, Herzzentrum
Brandenburg

Bernau, Germany
c.butter@immanuel.de

Eva Maria Delmo Walter, MD, MSc, PhD

Department of Pediatric Cardiac Surgery
and Surgery for Congenital Heart Diseases
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany

delmo-walter@dhzb.de

Jurgen Ennker, MD, PhD

Medical Director and Chairman

Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
MediClin Herzzentrum Lahr/Baden

Lahr, Germany

juergen.ennker@mediclin.de

Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD

Medical Director and Chairman

Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany

hetzer@dhzb.de

Thomas Krabatsch, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany,

krabatsch@dhzb.de

Matthias Loebe, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
Methodist DeBakey Heart and Vascular Institute
Houston, Texas, USA

mloebe @tmhs.org

Carlos Mestres, MD, PhD, FETCS

Senior Consultant

Department of Cardiovascular Surgery
Hospital Clinico, University of Barcelona
Barcelona, Spain

CMestres@clinic.ub.es




Michiel Morshuis, MD

Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
Heart and Diabetic Center North Rhine Westphalia
Bad Oeynhausen, Germany
mmorshuis@hdz-nrw.de

Francesco Musumeci, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiac Surgery and Transplantation
S. Camillo Hospital

Rome, lItaly

frmusumeci@libero.it

José Luis Pomar, MD, PhD

Deputy Director, The Thorax Institute
Hospital Clinico, University of Barcelona
Barcelona, Spain

JLPomar@clinic.ub.es

Evgenij Potapov, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany

potapov@dhzb.de

Hans-Joachim Schifers

Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
University Hospital of Saarland

Homburg/Saar, Germany
h-j.schaefers@uniklinikum-saarland.de

Christof Stamm, MD, PhD

Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin

Berlin, Germany

stamm@dhzb.de

Mitsuo Umezu, PhD

Department of Integrative Bioscience

and Biomedical Engineering

Tokyo Women's Medical University - Waseda
University Joint Institution for Advanced Biomedical
Sciences (TWins)

umezu@waseda.jp




Committees & Contact

Forum Directors

Eva Maria Delmo Walter
Jurgen Ennker
Friedhelm Beyersdorf

Forum Advisers
Roland Hetzer
José Luis Pomar
Ottavio Alfieri

Forum Summary Editor
Anne Gale

Location

El Centro de Convenciones Internacional
de Barcelona (CCIB)

Placa de Willy Brandt 11-14

Rambla Prim 1-7

08019 Barcelona, Spain

Phone:  +34 93 230 1000
Fax: +34 93 230 1001

RHICS bank account

Account holder:

Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic
and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS)

882 10596 00
700 350 00

Account number:
Bank code:

IBAN: DE 58700350008821059600
BIC: OLBODEH2700

Scientific and Program Committee
Eva Maria Delmo Walter

Jurgen Ennker

Friedhelm Beyersdorf

Sabine Hiibler

Giovanni Landoni

Alberto Zangrillo

Official Photographer
Jurgen Backa

Expert Forum Registration
M. Teichmann

GHIB Services GmbH
Augustenburger Platz 1
13353 Berlin, Germany

Phone:  +49 30 4593 2302

Fax: +49 30 4593 2202

E-mail:  mteichmann@dhzb.de
rhics@dhzb.de




Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic
and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS)

To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field
of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons who
have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff and
colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized and
statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-quality
treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal
quality of life, after surgery

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of reqular symposia
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields.

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010 and
tremendous concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci,
Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer.

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, Nasseri
and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, Texas,
USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted
scientific organization.




Roland Hetzer

Advisory Board
Gerhard Ziemer
Ottavio Alfieri
José Pomar

Founding Members

Jirgen Ennker (Germany)
Harald Hausmann (Germany)
Hermann Kuppe (Germany)

Members

Friedhelm Beyersdorf (Germany)
Ottavio Alfieri (Italy)

Jose Luis Pomar (Spain)
Carlos Mestres (Spain)

Ralf Sodian (Germany)

Luc Tambeur (UAE)

Charles A. Yankah (Germany)
V. Alexi-Meskishvili (Germany)
Yuguo Weng (Germany)
Henning Warnecke (Germany)
Thorsten Wahlers (Germany)
Joachim Photiadis (Germany)
Norbert Friedl (Germany)
Herbert Vetter (Germany)

Ina Carolin Ennker (Germany)
Ulrich Rosendahl (Germany)
Fatmir Dalladaku (Germany)
Christof Stamm (Germany)
Kerstin Bauer (Germany)
Stephan Bauer (Germany)
Nikolay Vasilyev (USA)

Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society

Office RHICS - Deutsches Herrzentrum Berin - Augustenburger Plats 1 0-13353 Berkn - Germany

Tek +49 304593 2000 Fax +49 30 4593 2100

Board of Directors
President:
1st Vice-President:
2nd Vice-President:
Secretary General:
Treasurer:

International
and Press Relations:

Legal Consultant
Maren Bedau

Eva Maria Delmo Walter (Germany)
Gerhard Ziemer (USA)
Boris Nasseri (Germany)

Wolfgang Bottcher (Germany)
John Mayer (USA)

Albert Miralles (Spain)

Hans Lehmkuhl (Germany)
Udo Flesch (Germany)
Henryk Siniawski (Germany)
Katrin Kliinner (Germany)
Felix Berger (Germany)
Ekkehard Gutsch (Germany)
Nasser Qedra (Germany)
Onnen Grauhan (Germany)
Axel Unbehaun (Germany)
Emile Bacha (USA)

Rufus Baretti (Germany)
Petar Petrov (Germany)
Olivier Miera (Germany)
Marian Kukucka (Germany)
Bjorn Peters (Germany)
Takeshi Komoda (Germany)
Christoph Knosalla (Germany)
Francis Fynn-Thompson (USA)

Jirgen Ennker

Matthias Loebe

Harald Hausmann

Eva Maria Delmo Walter
Udo Flesch

Michele Musci, Thomas Krabatsch

Honorary Members
Richard Van Praagh
Francis Robicsek

Matthias Loebe (USA)
Michele Musci (Germany)
Thomas Krabatsch (Germany)

Wolfgang Albert (Germany)
Takeo Tedoriya (Japan)

Nicole Nagdyman (Germany)
Federico Pappalardo (Italy)
Cesar Dallas Zuiiiga (Peru)
Alexander Mladenov (Germany)
Rolf Dammrau (Germany)
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Francisco Musumeci (Italy)
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Natalia Khavbarova (Russia)
Youry Belenkov (Russia)

Paul Perrelst (Belgium)
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Juergen Backa (Germany)
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Ivan Jelic (Croatia)

Frank Merkle (Germany)

Francis Edwin Smit (South Africa)
Michael Hofmann (Germany)




Semih Buz (Germany)

Thorsten Drews (Germany)
Burkhart Zipfel (Germany)
Artashes Navasardyan (Germany)
Jens Schubel (Germany)

Peter Ewert (Germany)

Robert Hammerschmidt (Germany)
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Friedrich Mohr (Germany)
Christian Schlensak (Germany)
Pascal Dohmen (Germany)

Renat Akchurin (Russia)
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Piotr Pryzbylowski (Poland)

Udo Schwehr (Germany)
Hsiao-Huang Chang (Taiwan)
Yongsheng Gong (China)

Jian Sun (China)

Wei Hongchao (China)

Yanhu Wu (China)

Minjie Liu (China)

Wang Dong (China)

Liu Siu (China)

Huimin Fan (China)

Ning Yin (China)

Liang Ye (China)

Xueqin Zhang (China)

J. Scott Rankin (USA)

Alberto Zangrillo (Italy)

Vera Regitz-Zagrosek (Germany)
Ravi Agarwal (India)

Theo de By (The Netherlands)
Giovanni Landoni (Italy)

Aref Amiri (Germany)
Massimo Lemma (ltaly)
Rainer Petzina (Germany)
Natalia Solowjowa (Germany)
Paul Mohacsi (Switzerland)
Rene Pretre (Switzerland)
Bohdan Maruszewski (Poland)
Tito Chavez (Germany)
Mei-Chu Chuang-Franz (Germany)
Yifei Hua (China)

Yu Chen (China)

John Zhaohui Shan (China)
Hong Huang (China)

Jiang Ping (China)

Xiang Wang (China)

Zhaohui Shan (China)
Ting-Liang Liu (China)

Jian Yang (China)

Jun Yin (China)

Wei Zhang (China)

Liling Zheng (China)

Michael Borger (Germany)
Roberto René Favaloro (Argentina)
Alejandro M. Bertolotti (Argentina)
Brigitte Stiller (Germany)

Lale Hakami (Austria)
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Alexey Koroteev Russia)
Gerhard Schuler (Germany)
Piero Proietti (Italy)

Ortwin Friesewinkel (Germany)
Hans-Hinrich Sievers (Germany)
Jerzy Sadowski (Poland)

Besnik Kojcici (Germany)
Norbert Franz (Germany)

Hao Cao (China)

Tucheng Sun (China)

Tieyan Li (China)

Fei Qiong Huang (China)

Haitao Wang (China)

Gang Liu (China)

Yong Liu (China)

Congrong Gao (China)

Jian Ye Zeng (China)

Ning Ye (China)

Hu Zhang (China)

Paul Libera (Switzerland)
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