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Dear Members of the RHICS, dear Colleagues and Friends,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 15th Expert 
Forum of our society. Again, as in the previous meetings of the 
RHICS, a number of outstanding specialists will present on a 
variety of topics in the forefront of interest to those practicing 
cardiovascular medicine. I am sure these contributions will, as it 
is the good tradition of our organization, open the way to high-
level discussions so that we all can enjoy true academic 
exchange. Our participants will again come together from all 
across the world, and each of them will contribute greatly by 
sharing her or his experience in this quickly evolving field. 

While I am convinced that all of you will enjoy the scientific 
part of our meeting, I also hope you will find time to explore 
South Florida. It might be hard to stay inside the lecture hall 
when a white sandy beach is right across the street. You 
probably know that South Florida has much more to offer to 
the visitors than beautiful beaches, palm trees, and sunshine. 

Please take the time to come down to Miami, where in recent years a lively art scene has developed 
in Wynwood, the design District and at the beaches. New museums for art and science have 
opened and many fabulous restaurants can be found in our area. Miami has been called, for good 
reason, the capital of Latin America. Not only in Little Havana but also on Calle Ocho, you may feel 
more like you are in South America than in the U.S.

I am sure that, before returning to your homes, you will easily understand why for the last couple 
of years, I enjoy so much having the privilege of living in South Florida.

So again, on behalf of the Miami Transplant Institute, the University of Miami, and the Jackson 
Health System, welcome to South Florida and lots of good discussions and fun while you are 
visiting our part of the world.

Yours,

Matthias Loebe, MD, PhD
Vice President, RHICS

Greeting Remarks

Venue:

The Westin Fort Lauderdale Beach Resort
L321 North Fort Lauderdale Beach Boulevard

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Dear Members of the RHICS, friends and colleagues,

This time we are hosted by Matthias Loebe at this fabulous 
place of southern Florida with its dream beaches and 
marvelous climate.

I hope you will be able to enjoy both, next to our Program 
and the STS Annual Meeting at Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
Within our RHICS Program you will find a number of very 
interesting contributions from our American colleagues 
which considerably enrich our Forum and underlines the 
important standing of Matthias within the American 
Transplantation and Mechanical Support scenery.

Our sincere appreciation and all our admiration to him and 
his team.

Certainly we will have a great Forum!

With best regards,

Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD
Honorary President, RHICS

Greeting Remarks

Dear colleagues, dear friends, 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you  here in the warm 
and hospitabl e city of Fort Lauderdale on the occasion of the 
15th Expert Forum of the Roland Hetzer International 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS).
The formal introduction of the Society was held on June 13, 
2011 in Berlin. It was astonishing that at that time we 
immediately had 100 members from all over the world. The 
membership continues to grow. Presently, our Society already 
includes 160 members. This captivates international acceptance 
and popularity. To meet our international friends, we organized 
meetings in various continents of the world, like Asia, South 
America and Europe. 
The presentations during the meetings of our Society have been 
followed so far by numerous articles published in the journal 
Heart, Lung and Vessels listed in PubMed since 2011.The papers 
from the RHICS have a hundred percent acceptance. The 
submitted records cannot be simply overlooked.
Our activities through scientific meetings continue. In the past, our symposia took place on various 
locations and continents, as in Europe, South America and Asia, Now, we come to North America 
for the first time.
Following the present meeting,  we would like to invite you to our  16th RHICS Expert Forum which 
will take place in May 24-27 2018 during the 26th ASCVTS 2018 Annual Meeting in Moscow, 
Russia. And then again we will meet in October 2018 for the 17thRHICS Expert Forum in Berlin, 
Germany.
We provide the avenue to meet our friends and exchange with them experiences in cardiovascular 
medicine. This fulfills our Society’s primary objectives, providing a forum for expert discussion on 
relevant cardiothoracic issues and fostering international collaboration and cooperation in clinical 
practice and scientific research in our specialty.

Thank you very much for joining us, thank you for your extraordinary support to fulfill our vision. 
With your valuable commitment, our Society will continue to grow and flourish.

Best regards,

Jürgen Ennker, MD, PhD
President, RHICS e.V.
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Session 2
Sharing Experiences on Cardiac Surgery
Moderators: Jürgen Ennker, 

13:30 The long-term results with David procedure in elective patients
Malakh Shrestha (Germany)

13:50 Minimal invasive aortic valve surgery 
Theodor Fischlein (Germany)

14:10 Is there still an indication for stentless valves in 2018?
Jürgen Ennker (Germany)

14:30 A novel 3D hologram image of the heart – 
Application for aortic valve surgery in unbalanced Valsalva sinus
Takeo Tedoriya (Japan)

14:50 Stent-grafting of the ascending aorta
 Omaida Velazquez (USA)

15:10 Coffee Break

15:30 Aortic trauma
Daniel Pust (USA)

15:50 Aortic dissection Mangled sternum
Jeko Madjarov (USA)

16:10 Frontiers in aortic surgery
Eric Roselli (USA)

16:30 Beating heart mitral valve surgery 
Tomas Salerno (USA)

16:50 Catheter-based mitral valve interventions
Eduardo DeMarchena (USA)

17:10 Experts' discussion

17:30 Closing Remarks
Jürgen Ennker, Roland Hetzer (Germany)

Theodor Fischlein

Program | Friday, January 26, 2018

Session 1
Heart and Lung Failure
Moderators: Roland Hetzer, Matthias Loebe

8:00 Welcome Remarks
Matthias Loebe (USA)

8:10 VAD in continuum
Roland Hetzer (Germany)

8:30 Development of a Lung Transplantation Program in 2018
Neeraj Sinha (USA)

8:50 ECMO in trauma patients
April Grant (USA)

9:10 VAD removal after unloading-promoted myocardial recovery: 
Pre-explantation decision-making tools and device explantation criteria
Michael Dandel (Germany)

9:30 Coffee Break

10:00 The role of VAD therapy in children
Eva Maria Delmo Walter (Germany)

10:20 Experience with implantable LVADs in children in USA
Kristine Guleserian (USA)

10:40 Need for MCS in the pediatric population
Paolo Rusconi (USA)

11:00 Combined heart and liver transplantation
Nicolas A Brozzi (USA)

11:20 New heart allocation system
Enrique Gongora (USA)

11:40 The longest-term results of heart transplantation
 Roland Hetzer (Germany)

12:00 Lunch
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Ali Ghodsizad, MD, PhD, FACC, FETCS 
Assistant Professor of Surgery
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Division of Thoracic Transplantation and Mechanical Support
Miami Transplant Institute, Highland Professional Building
1801 NW 9th Avenue; Miami, FL  33136
Email: axg1433@med.miami.edu

Enrique Gongora, MD
Medical Director, Adult Cardiac Surgical Transplant Program
Director, Adult Heart Transplant and Mechanical Support
Memorial Healthcare System
1150 N. 35th Avenue, Suite 440; Hollywood, FL  33021
Email:  egongora@mhs.net
       
April Grant, MD 
Trauma and Surgical Critical Care Fellow
Ryder Trauma Center
Jackson Health System
Division of Trauma and Surgical Critical Care
Miller School of Medicine, University of Miami
Email: april.grant@jhsmiami.org

Kristine Guleserian, MD
Pediatric Cardiovascular Surgery
Director of Heart Failure and Transplantation
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital
Miami Children’s Health System
3100 SW 62 Avenue; Miami, FL  33155
Email: Kristine.guleserian@mch.com(Please cc:  rossmery.meraz@nicklaushealth.org)

Roland Hetzer, MD, PhD  
Professor of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Department of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery
Cardio Centrum Berlin
Unter den Linden 21; 10117 Berlin, Germany 
Email: roland. hetzer@gmail.com

Matthias Loebe, M.D. Ph.D. F.C.C.P. F.A.C.C.
Director, Thoracic Transplant and Mechanical Support
Professor of Surgery
Miami Transplant Institute
Jackson Memorial Health System/University of Miami
1801 N.W. 9th Avenue; Miami, FL 33136
Email: mxl1039@med.miami.edu

Faculty

Nicolas A Brozzi, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Division of Thoracic Transplantation and Mechanical Support
Miami Transplant Institute
Highland Professional Building
1801 NW 9th Avenue; Miami, FL  33136
Email: nxb470@med.miami.edu

Michael Dandel, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Medicine
Department of Cardiology
Cardio Centrum Berlin
Unter den Linden 21; 10117 Berlin, Germany 
Email: mdandel@aol.com

Eva Maria Delmo Walter, MD, MSc, PhD
Associate Professor of Cardiac Surgery
Department of Cardiothoracic, Transplantation and Vascular Surgery
Division of Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery
Hannover Medical School
Carl-Neuberg-Straße 1; 30625 Hannover, Germany
Email: eva.delmowalter@gmail.com

Eduardo De Marchena, MD 
Professor, University of Miami
1400 NW 10 Avenue; Miami, FL  33136
Email: emarchen@med.miami.edu

Jürgen Ennker, MD, PhD
Professor of  Cardiac Surgery
Director, Dept. of Cardiac Surgery
Klinikum Oldenburg AöR
University of Oldenburg
Rahel-Straus-Strasse 10; 26133 Oldenburg
Email: ennker.juergen@klinikum-oldenburg.de

Theodor Fischlein, MD, PhD
Professor of _Cardiac Surgery
Director, Department of Cardiac Surgery
Cardiovascular Center, Klinikum Nuernberg
Paracelsus Medical University
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Email: theodor.fischlein@klinikum-nuernberg.de
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To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field 
of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons who 
have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff and 
colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up 
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized and 
statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein 
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-quality 
treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal 
quality of life, after surgery 

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of regular symposia 
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and 
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and 
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields. 

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010  and 
tremendous  concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci, 
Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris 
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its 
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer. 

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, Nasseri 
and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, Texas, 
USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.  

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental 
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted 
scientific organization.

Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society 
(RHICS e.V.)

Office: Pacelliallee 15A
14195 Berlin

Phone: +49 (30) 84417551
Fax: +49 (30) 84417552

Email:  rhics.org@gmail.com
Website: www.rhics.org

Steuernummer: 27/640/59249

Bank Details: RHICS e.V.
Commerzbank

IBAN: DE38 1008 0000 0602 2273 00
BIC:    DRESDEFF100

Contact Person: Eva Delmo Walter MD, PhD
Phone: +49 151 17276166
Email: eva.delmowalter@gmail.com

 rhics.org@gmail.com

Scientific and Program Committee
Jürgen Ennker
Eva Delmo Walter
Roland Hetzer

Committees
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