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Greeting Remarks

Dear members and friends,

In 1987, 30 years ago and a year after the beginning of the
surgical activities at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin, the
“Akademie für Kardiotechnik“ (Academy of Cardiovascular
Perfusion) began to train cardiac perfusionists in a 2-year
curriculum program. This was the first training institution in
this field in Europe, and later has been followed by several
centers in various countries with similar concepts.
Meanwhile, a 6-semester study program concluding with a
Bachelor’s degree has been offered in cooperation with
Steinbeis Hochschule. Presently, 471 cardiovascular
perfusionists have completed their training in the Academy
and 70 have obtained the Bachelor’s degree.

The first half of our 14th Expert Forum is held in celebration
of the 30th year Anniversary of the Academy of
Cardiovascular Perfusion.

The Forum also pays tribute to Pof. Yu-Guo Weng, my long-time co-worker and partner, who
passed away on June 26, 2017 in his hometown in Shanghai, China, after suffering for many years
from a malignant disease. Prof. Weng was an ingenious and a highly dedicated surgeon, without
whom the rise and world-class reputation of the Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin would not have
been fully achieved.

The second half of the Forum is devoted to lectures of members and friends, who willingly want to
share their experiences in their practice of cardiovascular medicine. We expect Francis Fontan, an
honorary member of our Society, to come to give a keynote lecture on Surgery for Single
Ventricle, which he has pioneered, inspite of his friable health.

I wish you a fruitful and enjoyable Meeting. My appreciation goes to all who contributed to the
success of the Forum, particularly to Eva Maria Delmo Walter, who has tirelessly organized the
entire program.

With best regards,

Roland Hetzer
Honorary President
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Roland Hetzer

Members

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you here in my
fascinating and booming hometown city of Berlin on the
occasion of the 14th Expert Forum of the Roland Hetzer
International Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Society
(RHICS).
The formal introduction of the Society was held on June 13,
2011 in Berlin. It was astonishing that at that time we
immediately had 100 members from all over the world. The
membership continues to grow. Presently, our Society already
includes 160 members. This captivates international acceptance
and popularity. To meet our international friends, we organized
meetings in various continents of the world, like Asia, South
America and Europe.
In March this year we travelled to Sao Paolo, Brazil to meet our
friends who organized the 1st International Brazil-Germany
Congress of Cardiology and to Seoul, Korea for our Forum
connected to the 25th ASCVTS Annual Meeting.
The presentations during the meetings of our society have been followed so far by numerous
articles published in the official journal of our society Heart, Lung and Vessels listed in PubMed
since 2011. The papers from the RHICS have a hundred percent acceptance. The submitted records
cannot be simply overlooked.
Our activities through scientific meetings continue. Hence, we would like to invite you to our 15th
Expert forum, taking place in January 25-26 2018 in the Trump International Beach Resort, prior to
the STS Annual Meeting 2018 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and to the 16th RHICS Expert Forum
which will take place in May 20-26 2018 during the 26th ASCVTS 2018 Annual Meeting in Moscow,
Russia. And then again we will meet in October 2018 for the 17th RHICS Expert Forum here in
Berlin, Germany.
We provide the avenue to meet our friends and exchange with them experiences in cardiovascular
medicine. This fulfills our Society’s primary objectives, providing a forum for expert discussion on
relevant cardiothoracic issues and fostering international collaboration and cooperation in clinical
practice and scientific research in our specialty.

Thank you very much for your extraordinary support for our fora. With your valuable support, our
society will continue to grow and flourish.

Jürgen Ennker
President



Program | Saturday, September 23, 2017

Roland Hetzer, Frank Merkle

8:00 Welcome Address:

8:10 Introductory Remarks – Tribute to the late Prof. Yuguo Weng
R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)

8:30 The Foundation of the "Akademie für Kardiotechnik":
The Adventure, Obstacles and Success
P. Böttger (Rügen, Germany)

8:50 From Pump Technician to Clinical Cardiovascular Perfusionist:
Evolution of the Berlin Academy for Perfusion
F. Merkle (Berlin Germany)

9:10 Current status of the Academy, growth of the Bachelor's degree program for Physician
Assistants and future outlook
Frank Merkle (Berlin Germany)

9:30 From static to dynamic perfusion techniques
F. DeSommer (Ghent, Belgium)

9:50

10:10

10:50 Minimal invasive extracorporeal circulation
A. Bauer (Coswig, Germany)

11:10 Milestones in mechanical circulatory support in Berlin
R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)

11:30 Modern treatment of heart failure
A. Weymann (Oldenburg, Germany)

11:50 Left ventricular vs. biventricular assist device support for patients with congestive
heart failure: Pre-Implant decision-making
M. Dandel (Berlin, Germany)

Experts' Discussion

12:30 Lunch

Roland Hetzer, Jürgen Ennker

ECMO in trauma patients
C. Schmid (Regensburg, Germany)

Coffee break

12:10

Session 1

Moderators:
All about Cardiac Perfusion To honor the mentorship, leadership and contributions of Prof. Dr. Roland Hetzer in the field

of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, the Roland Hetzer International Cardiothoracic and
Vascular Surgery Society (RHICS) was founded by cardiothoracic and vascular surgeons who
have trained and worked under Prof. Hetzer, including former students, present staff and
colleagues from all over the world. The exclusive objectives of the RHICS are:

1. to provide a forum for expert discussion on relevant cardiothoracic issues, to set up
guidelines based on conclusions derived from this expert opinion forum

2. to promote cardiothoracic surgical education skills from beyond standardized and
statistical (experience-based) medicine to a patient-based medicine wherein
treatment approaches are individualized and personalized, and specific high-quality
treatment is tailored to the patients’ unique pathology so as to give them an optimal
quality of life, after surgery

3. to promote continuing medical education through the holding of regular symposia
and meetings and the continuance of clinical and experimental research efforts and
the publication of the results in scientific journals, and

4. to foster international collaboration and cooperation in clinical practice and
scientific research in cardiothoracic and vascular surgery and associated fields.

The RHICS thus hopes to continue the legacy of Prof. Hetzer.

After its conception (by Drs. Delmo Walter, Ennker and Loebe) on January 29, 2010 and
concerted efforts by Drs. Gerhard Ziemer, Harald Hausmann, Michele Musci,

Thomas Krabatsch, Charles Yankah, Ralf Sodian, Luc Tambeur, Hermann Kuppe and Boris
Nasseri, the RHICS was legally founded on May 20, 2011 at 17:30, in the presence of its
lawyer, Dr. Maren Bedau, and the Honorary President himself, Prof. Roland Hetzer.

The Constitution was signed by Drs. Ziemer, Ennker, Hausmann, Delmo Walter, Musci, Nasseri
and Kuppe with distant attendance of M. Loebe (via teleconference from Houston, Texas,
USA), which took place at the Deutsches Herzzentrum Library.

The RHICS Society was formally inaugurated on June 13, 2011 at the Hotel Intercontinental
Berlin. It is now recognized by the German Tax Authorities as a non-profit, tax-exempted
scientific organization.

tremendous



Notes

Session 2
Sharing Experiences in Cardiac Surgery

Jürgen Ennker, Christoph SchmidModerators:

14:00 Keynote Lecture: Evolution of surgery for the single ventricle
F. Fontan (Bordeaux, France)

14:40 20 years' OPCAB personal experience – where do we stand?
J. Ennker (Oldenburg, Germany)

15:00 Pericardiectomy
C. Schmid (Regensburg, Germany)

15:20 Mitral valve revisited
H. Vetter (Wuppertal, Germany)

15:40 Aortic arch replacement surgery
M. Shrestha (Hannover, Germany)

16:00 Coffee break

16:20 VAD removal after unloading-promoted myocardial recovery:
Pre-explantation decision-making tools and device explantation criteria
M. Dandel (Berlin, Germany)

16:40 The double-orifice valve technique for tricuspid valve incompetence
R. Hetzer (Berlin, Germany)

17:00 Experts' Discussion

17:20 Closing Remarks
Roland Hetzer

17:30 RHICS Members' General Assembly

19:00 Dinner (Hotel Steigenberger Berlin, 1. Floor, Restaurant Louis)
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